
Sixth Grade Summer Reading List  

Please choose a minimum of one book to read. 

 

Prisoner of Cell 25 by Michael Vey 

To everyone at Meridian High School, fourteen-year-old Michael Vey is nothing special, just the kid 
who has Tourette’s syndrome. But in truth, Michael is extremely special—he has electric powers. 
Michael thinks he is unique until he discovers that a cheerleader named Taylor has the same 
mysterious powers. With the help of Michael’s friend, Ostin, the three of them set out to discover 
how Michael and Taylor ended up with their abilities, and their investigation soon brings them to 
the attention of a powerful group who wants to control the electric teens—and through them, the 
world. 

 

The Fourth Stall by, Chris Rylander 

Do you need something? Mac can get it for you. He and his best friend and business manager, 
Vince. Their methods might sometimes run afoul of the law, or at least the school code of conduct, 
but if you have a problem, if no one else can help, and if you can pay him, Mac is on your side. His 
office is located in the East Wing boy's bathroom, fourth stall from the high window. And business 
is booming. Or at least it was, until this particular Monday. Because this Monday is when Mac and 
Vince find out that the trouble with solving everyone else's problems is there's no one left to solve 
yours. 

 



Game Changers Book 1 by Mike Lupica  

Ben McBain is every football team's dream player. He's a jack-of-all-trades guy that can handle 
almost any position. When the game is on the line, Ben's number is the one being called for the final 
play. But Ben wants to be the starting quarterback and the one thing standing in his way is the 
coach's son. 
Shawn O'Brien looks the part. He has been groomed by his father, a former professional 
quarterback. But despite his size and arm strength, Shawn is struggling. 
Ben is torn between being a good teammate and going after his own dream. As Ben finds out, 
Shawn isn't the easiest person to help. And when Ben gets an unexpected opportunity, the entire 
game will change for the both of them. 

 

One for the Murphys by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
 
Carley uses humor and street smarts to keep her emotional walls high and thick. But the day she 
becomes a foster child, and moves in with the Murphys, she's blindsided. This loving, bustling 
family shows Carley the stable family life she never thought existed, and she feels like an alien in 
their cookie-cutter-perfect household. Despite her resistance, the Murphys eventually show her what 
it feels like to belong--until her mother wants her back and Carley has to decide where and how to 
live. She's not really a Murphy, but the gifts they've given her have opened up a new future. 
 



 Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper  
 
Eleven-year-old Melody has a photographic memory. Her head is like a video camera that is always 
recording. Always. And there's no delete button. She's the smartest kid in her whole school—but no 
one knows it. Most people—her teachers and doctors included—don't think she's capable of 
learning, and up until recently her school days consisted of listening to the same preschool-level 
alphabet lessons again and again and again. If only she could speak up, if only she could tell people 
what she thinks and knows . . . but she can't, because Melody can't talk. She can't walk. She can't 
write. Being stuck inside her head is making Melody go out of her mind—that is, until she discovers 
something that will allow her to speak for the first time ever. At last Melody has a voice . . . but not 
everyone around her is ready to hear it. From multiple Coretta Scott King Award winner, Sharon M. 
Draper, comes a story full of heartache and hope. Get ready to meet a girl whose voice you'll never, 
ever forget. 
 
 
 
 

  My Life in Pink and Green by Lisa Greenwald 
 
 
Twelve-year-old Lucy Desberg is a natural problem-solver. At her family’s struggling pharmacy, she 
has a line of makeover customers for every school dance and bat mitzvah. But all the makeup tips in 
the world won’t help save the business. If only she could find a way to make it the center of town 
again—a place where people want to spend time, like in the old days. Lucy dreams up a solution that 
could resuscitate the family business and help the environment, too. But will Lucy’s family stop 
fighting long enough to listen to a seventh-grader 



 

 City of Ember by Jeanne Duprau 
 
It is always night in the city of Ember. But there is no moon, no stars. The only light during the 
regular twelve hours of "day" comes from flood lamps that cast a yellowish glow over the streets of 
the city. Beyond are the pitch-black Unknown Regions, which no one has ever explored because an 
understanding of fire and electricity has been lost, and with it the idea of a Moveable Light. 
"Besides," they tell each other, "there is nowhere but here" Among the many other things the people 
of Ember have forgotten is their past and a direction for their future. For 250 years they have lived 
pleasantly, because there has been plenty of everything in the vast storerooms. But now there are 
more and more empty shelves--and more and more times when the lights flicker and go out, leaving 
them in terrifying blackness for long minutes. What will happen when the generator finally fails?  
 

 

 

The Batboy by Mike Lupica 
 

Brian is living every baseball kid's dream: he is a batboy for his hometown Major League team. Brian 
believes that it's the perfect thing to bring him and his big-leaguer dad closer together. And if that 
weren't enough, this is the season that Hank Bishop, Brian's baseball hero, returns to the Tigers for 
the comeback of a lifetime. The summer couldn't get much better! Until Hank Bishop starts to show 
his true colors, and Brian learns that sometimes life throws you a curveball. 
 



 Ellie’s Story by Bruce Cameron 

Ellie's Story is a heartwarming illustrated novel adapted for young readers from the beloved and New 
York Times bestselling A Dog's Purpose by W. Bruce Cameron.  

Ellie is a very special dog with a very important purpose. From puppyhood, Ellie has been trained as 
a search-and-rescue dog. She can track down a lost child in a forest or an injured victim under a 
fallen building. She finds people. She saves them. It's what she was meant to do. 

But Ellie must do more. Her handlers―widowed Jakob, lonely Maya―need her too. People can be 
lost in many ways, and to do the job she was born to do, Ellie needs to find a way to save the people 
she loves best. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


