
 

 

 

Swiftreach Message for Saturday, December 15, 2012: 

 

Good Afternoon Hillsdale Parents. This is Mr. Spirito with a message about the tragic situation in 

Newtown, Connecticut. I am sure that every member of the Hillsdale community will join me in offering 

our thoughts and prayers to the innocent victims of the tragic event that occurred at Sandy Hook 

Elementary in Newtown, Connecticut yesterday.  

As for myself and the members of the Hillsdale Public Schools, this is certainly a time for reflection for 

all of us responsible for health, safety and security of the children of Hillsdale. Please know that the 

administration, faculty, and staff at all three schools have been in communication and will meet on 

Monday to review security measures currently in place. As the Superintendent, I have also been in touch 

with Chief Stalter and we will continue to monitor this situation and work together to ensure everyone’s 

safety. As part of our cooperative effort, the Hillsdale Police Department will maintain an increased 

police presence around our schools over the next few days.  

This weekend, we do encourage parents to speak with their children as children need to know that while 

tragic events such as this are not always preventable, we do all that we can do to make children safe in 

school and throughout our community. Talking about this at home will help students feel safer at home 

and in school. However, overexposure to the media accounts may be harmful and probably should be 

avoided. In order to assist parents with discussions at home, we have posted information for parents on 

our district website which includes suggestions from the National Association of School Psychologists in 

talking to children about violence.  

Beginning on Monday, it will be our goal to reassure our students that we do have security measures in 

place in all of our buildings and that safety and security is our number one priority. We will have our 

building guidance counselors and members of the child study team available on Monday and throughout 

the week to help students process this tragedy on an as-needed basis. 

In closing, Please know we are here for your children and the families of Hillsdale should you need any 

assistance. 

 

Thank you and enjoy the rest of your weekend.  

 


